Practical work is an essential component of any genetics course and thus it is surprising to find few books devoted to this area. The authors aim to help rectify this deficiency with Practical Genetics which is aimed at school/college/university undergraduate courses in genetics. It is based on the authors' teaching experience and includes chromosome analysis in mitosis and meiosis, Drosophila breeding experiments, complementation of yeast strains, meiotic analysis in Sordaria and Aspergillus fungi, and population genetics studies on white clover. Each set of experiments is easy to follow and well illustrated and there is a particularly useful emphasis on the interpretation of results and observations. The authors claim that each experiment is known to work well repeatedly and to be within the means of a modestly equipped teaching laboratory.
In contrast, practical work in human genetics has marked limitations and the authors emphasise the hazards of handling blood samples, the need to avoid both family studies which might reveal non-paternity, and chromosome analysis on students. Overall the experiments were well chosen to illustrate classic genetic principles but the lack of emphasis on molecular genetics was surprising given the central role of this field for genetics and other biological sciences. This might in part be explained by the desire to contain costs for 'wet' practicals and this might be circumvented in a future edition by the inclusion of analysis of data sets (linkage analysis using DNA polymorphisms, population genetic studies of DNA polymorphisms, DNA sequence analysis, etc). 
